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surrounding scaNuJdin. This miscitlculdtivli and. delay are
characteristic, a little casa Espa&ntilde;a of itself.

Fir. 3.

Entrance as it is, with scaffolding erected before it.

Other more serious delays have also happened. The
members of the Congress will not mind much by which door
they enter, but many complaints have been made because
the various reports which were to serve as the basis of
discussion in the different sections have not been sent out.
Theoretically, these reports should be circulated among the
members of the sections whom they concern some six weeks
before the Congress meets and they can then be studied
and the members can prepare their criticisms. Thus carefully
thought out arguments could be brought forward during the
discussions at the meetings of the sections. This, how-
ever, has not been done. The reports are not printed and
there is no likelihood of their being published till long
after the Congress ends. This, however, is not the fault of
the organisers of the Congress. The reporters who were
appointed have, for the most part, delayed and postponed
doing the work, and finally nearly all the reports came in
together at the eleventh hour. It was simply useless to
attempt to do anything with them. Madrid is not a town
like Paris or London. In Paris there are a good many
English compositors, and in London there is no lack
of type-setters who can set up French manuscripts. This
is not so in Madrid. Therefore the proofs have to be
corrected and re-corrected over and over again. There
is a circular now in hand which has taken more than
two months to print and my informant had only just
corrected what he hoped would be the last revise. Thus
even to-day the definitive programme of the Congress is not
yet printed and it will be fortunate if it is ready a few hours
before the Congress begins. this is not altogether the fault
of the organisers of the Congress, for the facilities that exist
in great commercial centres such as Paris and London cannot
be expected in a small and purely political town like Madrid.
On the other hand, the members of the reception committee
are very much alert and are with never-failing courtesy
ever ready to help and to advise the new arrivals.

Ia<1ricl, April 19th.
It is not one Congress but a whole series of Medical

Congresses that is about to be held. This series will beerin
at 3 o’clock to-morrow afternoon, April 20th, when the
Minister of Public Instruction will open the International

Congress of the Medical Press. This Congress will meet at
the Madrid University, and though it is said that no less
than 100 Spaniards who claim to be connected with
medical periodicals will be present the attendance from
other countries will be small. This is due to some extent

to the alarm caused by the rumours prevailing concerning
the exorbitant charges made for rooms in Madrid, a question
which I have already fully explained. In the evening the
President of the Congress, Dr. Carlos M. Cortezo, will
receive the delegates at his own house, and it is only on the
Tuesday morning that the Congress will really get to work,
when the general secretary, Dr. Angel de Larra, will read
the correspondence and report on the general situation. In
the afternoon of Tuesday there will be a further business
sitting and in the evening the representatives of the medical
press are to be received and entertained by the General
Association of the Political and Literary Press. On Wednes-
day morning all business must be concluded, for there is to
be a midday banquet, followed by the formal closing of the
Congress, and then a reception at the town-hall and some
representation at a theatre. As yet I only know of delegates
coming from Belgium, France, Italy, Germany, Norway, and
Great Britain.
Then on the Thursday the great International Congress of

Medicine will begin, or rather the opening ceremony will
be held in the Theatre Royal. The stage will serve as the
platform where the King, the Queen Mother, the Ministers,
and the principal personages of the Congress will be seated.
The members of the Congress will occupy the floor of the
great building, while in the boxes and galleries ladies and
friends will be able to obtain a good view of all the proceed-
ings. Many of the projected receptions and entertainments
have already been announced. Their Majesties will throw
open the palace to the congressists and there is also to be a
Royal garden party. The Government and the municipality
are likewise preparing entertainments for the members of the
Medical Congress. But the definitive programme has not yet
been published ; indeed, the last details will only be settled
to-day-that is to say, only four days before the Congress
actually meets. It will conclude on April 30th, but on
the very next day another Congress will commence. This
is a congress of Spanish-speaking European and American
medical men. The Spanish-American Congress, as it is

briefly called, will only sit for two days. Finally, on

May 3rd the fourth and last Medical Congress will meet.
This is a purely Spanish national Medical Congress which
is convoked to discuss questions of medical deontology or
ethics. But somewhere amid these four Congresses there is
to be a meeting of medical men and other persons who in
some official capacity are concerned in the preservation of
public health. The Deontological Congress will close on

May 5th. Thus a whole fortnight is to be devoted to these
four Medical Congresses. The population of Madrid will
never before have heard so much about medical men and
their concerns, The daily papers are already publishing
columns of personal details concerning the leading members
of the forthcoming congresses, and yet in the midst of it all
there is to be a general election and there are ugly rumours
concerning hunger riots in the south of Spain. It is perhaps
not the least of the many compliments medical science is
destined to receive during the course of the next few days,
that no amount of home troubles or difficulties have made the
Spanish Government and the organising committees falter for
one moment in their determination to hold these Congresses
and to make the members thoroughly welcome.

FOOD IN WAR TIME: A ROYAL COM-
MISSION APPOINTED.

THE King has been pleased to appoint a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the conditions affecting the importa-
tion of food and raw material into the United Kingdom in
time of war. The reference to the Commission is "to

inquire into the conditions affecting the importation of food
and raw material into the United Kingdom in time of war
and into the amount of the reserves of such supplies exist-
ing in the country at any given period and to advise whether
it is desirable to adopt any measures, in addition to the
maintenance of a strong fleet, by which such suoplies can be
better secured and violent fluctuations of price avoided."
The following are the names of the Royal Commissioners :-
H R H. the Prince of Wales ; Lord Balfour of Burleigh
(Chairman), Secretary for Scotland ; the Duke of

Sutherland ; Lord Burghclere, formerly Minister of Agricul-
ture ; the Right Hon. Henry Chaplin, M.P., formerly
Minister of Agriculture ; the Right Hon. J. L. Wharton,
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M.P., a director of the North-Eastern Railway ; Vice-
Admiral Sir Gerard H. C. Noel, who has commanded
the Mediterranean Fleet and was a Lord of the Admiralty
from 1893 to 1898 ; Sir John Colomb, M.P. ; Sir Alfred
Bateman, K.C.M.G., Comptroller-General of the Com-
mercial, Labour, and Statistical Department of the Board of
Trade ; Sir H. Seton-Karr, M.P. ; Mr. Henry H. Ounynghame,
C.B., Assistant Under-Secretary of State, Home Office ; Mr.
E. Robertson, M.P., a Civil Lord of the Admiralty from 1892
to 1895 ; Mr. A. Emmott, M.P. ; Mr. John Wilson, M.P. ;
Professor Erskine Holland, D.C.L., Professor of International
Law, Oxford University; Mr. A. S. Harvey, of Messrs.

Glyn, Mills, Currie, and Co., the bankers ; Mr. J. E. Street,
the chairman of Lloyd’s ; and Lieutenant-Colonel R.

Montgomery, President of the Liverpool Corn Trade
Association. Mr. W. H. Clark, of the Board of Trade,
will act as secretary to the Commission. I

MEDICINE AND THE LAW.

The Risks of Medical Practice.
THERE is a class of criminal charge which beyond all

others is easy to make and difficult, or in many cases impos-
sible, to disprove-we refer to charges involving unlawful
carnal knowledge of females or indecent assault upon them.
Accusations of this kind have also the peculiar feature that
more than others they are liable to be made without any
foundation whatever, either maliciously or because the dis-
ordered fancy of a woman or girl believes them to be true.
Baseless charges such as these are by no means rare. They
may be brought against men of any rank or calling, but,
unfortunately for themselves, medical practitioners are more
exposed to them than all others owing to circumstances
incidental to the practice of their profession which are too
obvious to require detailed explanation. With medical

practitioners may be included dentists, not because they are
called upon to make examinations or to perform operations
likely to suggest the subject matter of a criminal charge,
but because they are daily brought in contact with women
of whose idiosyncrasies, mental and physical, they know
nothing, and in their interviews with whom they are less
likely than are medical practitioners to avail themselves
of the presence of a third person. In THE LANCET of
Jan. 31st, 1903, p. 344, it was suggested that if charges of
indecency are to be sustained in courts of law without any
direct corroboration of material particulars being insisted
upon it will not be safe for a medical man to see patients
alone. As a matter of practice evidence to some extent
bearing out that of the prosecutrix is expected to be given
in all cases of the class under consideration and in some it
is specifically required by statute, but it is as well to point
out that much of the corroborative evidence which is accepted
as such at trials of this kind can hardly be said to bear
directly or in any way conclusively upon the accusation
made. Such testimony when there are no eye-witnesses and
when there is nothing to prove that an alleged struggle took
place usually includes the fact that the prosecutrix made a
complaint to someone and stress is laid upon the question
whether the complaint was made as soon as possible after
the time of the supposed act. It is, however, by no means
unlikely that the person making a complaint of an assault
which never took place should make it immediately after the
interview or meeting which may have suggested it to her mind
and which in any case will lend colour to the accusation.
Another class of corroborative evidence is that which medical
men themselves are required to give. It, as a rule, consists
in their being asked to make an examination of the sexual
organs of a woman or girl and then to depose in the witness-
box to conditions observed in them and bearing upon the
charge made. In some cases extreme violence is alleged by
the prosecutrix and the evidence of the medical man may
negative this. In others it may tend to confirm the story
she has told, but at the same time the presence of bruises or
laceration does not necessarily prove that the accused person
was the one who inflicted the injuries. At times, again, the
medical evidence is confined to the fact that the condition
of the parts examined is consistent with the female in
question having had sexual intercourse at some time or other
with a male person, and this circumstance, which obviously
may be present when a woman has made a baseless charge

against an innocent man, may weigh heavily against him in
the minds of an uneducated and possibly prejudiced jury.
The corroboration of the story of a prosecutrix in charges
of unlawful carnal knowiedge and indecent assault by
evidence which is, strictly speaking, relevant to the issue to
be tried may be difficult and in many instances impossible to
obtain. This, however, is no reason why one person should
be convicted of crime upon the unsupported word of another.
If in the proof of material allegations a case is found to be
one of "oath against oath " there can be no logical reason
why the oath of the complainant should prevail over that of
the person complained against if we assume each to enjoy
equal good fame. It may be granted that one of two, the
accuser or the accused, must be swearing falsely, but it must
be remembered that if a charge of perjury were to
be made in such circumstances no conviction would follow,
for the unsupported oath of one man will not suffice at law
to convict another of perjury. Two convictions for sexual
offences upon the testimony of women which was not corrobo-
rated by any direct evidence have recently been referred to
in THE LANCET.’ In both of these the verdicts were arrived
at with difficulty, owing to the divergent opinions formed
by jurymen, and in neither of them was the trial held
before a judge of the High Court of Justice. In particular
the attention of the medical profession has been attracted
by that of Mr. William Herbert Ray at Margate
Quarter Sessions, in which the corroboration appears
to have been reduced to the smallest possible dimen-
sions. It may not be too late for the circumstances of
this case to be examined by the Home Secretary and for
the peculiar danger which it reveals to be very carefully
considered by him. It may be regarded as typical of the
risks to which medical men are daily subjected and for
the avoidance of which no means appear to exist. It is

hardly practicable for them to have third persons present
at all their interviews with female patients, and unless some
outcry is alleged to have been made, which must have been
heard had it taken place, it is almost impossible for the
accused to call any contradictory evidence other than his
own. It is admittedly of the utmost importance that women
should be protected from criminal acts and that those
who commit such acts should be punished. Many criminals,
however, escape conviction for all sorts of offences in the
course of every year, and it is always reckoned as better that
this should be the case than that there should be any risk
of any innocent person being included among the guilty. In
the case of sexual offences the danger of error is greater than
when other criminal charges are brought, and when these
offences are alleged against medical men the danger is

immeasurably increased by the circumstances to which we
have called attention.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN 76 of the largest English towns 8134 births and 4608
deaths were registered during the week ending April 18th.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had

, 
been 16-2, 15-8, and 15-6 per 1000 in the three preceding
weeks, rose again to 15’9 per 1000 last week. In London

, the death-rate was 16’1 per 1000, while it averaged
, 16 - 9 per 1000 in the 75 other large towns. The lowest
j death-rates in these towns were 7’8 in Croydon, 10’0 in
: Hornsey, 10-3 in Willesden, 10’4 in Stockport, 10’5 in
l Aston Manor, 10’6 6 in Barrow-in-Furness, 10-7 in Wallasey,
, 

and 10’ 8 in Coventry ; the highest rates were 19’ 5 in
l Brighton, 19-7 in Bootle and in St. Helen’s, 19-9 in
; Blackburn, 20 - 0 in Rhondda, 22-4 in Swansea, 23- 5 in
L Wigan, and 24-4 in Sunderland. The 4608 deaths in
. these towns last week included 454 which were

 referred to the principal infectious diseases, against
’ 489, 465, and 454 in the three preceding weeks;
r of these 454 deaths 165 resulted from measles, 91
r from whooping-cough, 64 from diphtheria, 55 from diar-

rhcea, 34 from fever " (principally enteric), 27 from scarlet
L fever, and 18 from small-pox. In 13 towns, including
} Brighton, Southampton, Northampton, Norwich, Derby,
L Stockport, Halifax, and eight other smaller towns, no death
I from any of these diseases was registered last week ; while
r the highest death-rates from these principal infectious

1 THE LANCET, Jan. 31st, 1903, p. 344, and March 14th, 1903, p. 749.


